A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE

The second, at first applied only to minor disorders, was of the
nature of domestic or folk medicine, much of which has persisted
to the present day even in civilized communities.1

The two methods became intermingled in course of time.
The operation of trephining, for example, originally practised
to allow a^demon to escape, was ultimately applied to cases of
depressed fractures, and still later to many other intracranial
lesions. It is noteworthy also, that while folk medicine includes
many remedies, some rational, others most irrational, it is closely
bound up with superstitions, incantations, and other forms of
magic, showing that the original conception of disease as a super-
natural phenomenon has persisted throughout the centuries since
Neolithic times.

1 J. D. Rolleston, "Folk-lore and Medicine/* West Ijondon Med. Jour,, 1939, vol.
xxxiv. No. 2, p. 44; " The Folk-lore of Children's Diseases," Folk-lore, 1943, vol. liv.
p. 287 ; " Otology and Folk-lore " and " Laryngology and Folk-lore,'* Jour, of
Laryng. and OtoL, 1942, vol. Ivii. p. 311
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